KITES AND HOW TO MAKE THEM

FIG. i                                                                         FIG. 2

These two illustrations show the first steps in making the kite described here.   Fig i represents
the frame of the kite, whilst in Fig. 2 you can see just how the bow is glued and lashed to the

backbone.

HERE is a design for a kite that is
very easy to fly, if carefully made
and balanced. For the backbone
cut a strip of straight-grained spruce,
deal, or any light wood.    This strip
should be planed down to J inch section,
and cut 30 inches long.    A strip of
cane  is  needed  for  the  bow;   this
should be slightly less in section.

The bow must be glued and lashed
with strong thread to the backbone at
a distance of 6 inches from the upper
end; and, when the glue has set hard, cut
to a length of 30 inches. To preserve

FIG. 3
The kite when completed.

the balance, measure 15 inches each
way from the centre.

A length of strong thread, or fine
twine, is tied at its centre to the tip
of the backbone and tied right and left
to the tips of the bow; see that both
are the same length so as to keep the
bow at right angles to the backbone.

The frame will now present the
appearance shown at Fig. i. For the
covering use strong, brightly-coloured
tissue paper, in one piece if possible.
Lay the paper flat on the table, smear
the face of backbone and bow with
paste or liquid glue, press down on the
paper, then turn the whole over and
rub the paper well into contact. When
set, trim the paper, with about J inch
of margin, to the shape of the frame,
paste the edges and turn over the
thread, then press well down.

Strengthen the four corners by past-
ing over a small triangular piece of
paper. For the bridle, cut a length of
twine about 4 feet and attach it to the
backbone about 4 inches from the top
and 6 inches from the bottom.

Cut a tiny notch in each end of the
bow about J inch from the tips. Into
the notch, at one end, tie a length of
twine, then slip the twine round the
other notch, and draw the ends of bow
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